"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

have no business here except to waste our host's in-
valuable time and to improve my own, if he will be
good enough to allow me such a liberty. Proceed then
with your business; and take no notice of me. Unless,
that is, you would prefer me to withdraw.

FOX. I have no business in this world that all
men may not hear: the more the better.

CHARLES. I guessed as much;
and confess to an unbounded
curiosity to hear what George
Fox can have to say to Isaac
Newton. It is not altogether
an impertinent curiosity. My
trade, which is a very unusual
one, requires that I should
know what Tom, Dick and
Harry have to say to one-
another. I find you two gentle-
men much more interesting
and infinitely more important.

MRS BASH AM [-posted behind
Newton's chair] What is your
business, Mr Rowley? Mr
Newton has much to do this
morning. He has no time for
idle conversation.

NEWTON. I had forgotten to make this lady known
to you, gentlemen. Mrs Basham: my housekeeper,
and the faithful guardian of my hours.

CHARLES. Your servant, Mistress Basham.

FOX. God be with you, woman.

NEWTON. Mr Rowley is a gentleman of great con-
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